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1 . r %mh mgard to tr^ language, M$ report Is teased on 

H ttie imamat^af application to the language: in which i was fifed 

a tmnsSafion of tfc$ imern&te*at application ivm f which is th& language, 
of a tfam^aian lumfehad for ths purpose of; 

D imematfe^ai saar&fr f under Rufes i &3(*) arid 23.1(b)) 
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hm bmn asta&Sahgtf if m priority had fte&i claimed d 

□ eopy of the earlier application i^ose priority has-been Maimed {Rule 86>?fa|}, 

IS tm^slaliofi of ihe. #artter' appsicafion whose priority has been claimed (Rule §8,?{P|), 
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This report hm bem ©stashed as if no pn$r% had bmn sfalmad due to the fact that tti 
been found iiw^lid |Ru}s S4.i ), Thus for the purposes of thfefsposi, the ^mationarflng 
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Reasoned stafarpanl wills regard to novelty* 
citations md applanations . : 8upportitig' siseh 



Envsntive step or incf ustriaf appiieafeliity; 



HSfsrence is made to the fol 
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This International PnsiMna^ Sxamifjation Report has been eslafofisiied on the bases of 
the documents made available in the International Seamh Report, 



iigu6u:s!y defined for the foliowteg reasons 



The aubjeot matter of claim 1 m not m< 
(Article SPOT): 

The phmse *the pov^re#f*a Ts0 2 to bind itself to the mrlm®* \$ m apparent mp^c 
feature of TIO g , Any TfOg partioie would bind Itself to the surface and would therefor 
be novelty destmyrng for this feature of claim 1 > 



TiG* is insoluble in water and does therefore not form an .aqueous solution, hut m 



aqueous dispersion, 

The phrase ihe /composition remains on the surface even after physical removal* Is a 
ontradietien In terms and Is interpreted in view of description page .'line 33 - page 
line 2« 
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1 .1 The present application pertains to a method lor treating a surface with titanium 
dioxide, characterized in that: 

The surface is treated with a nanocrystaflme Ti0 2 composition in the form of I) a 
powder or 8) aqueous eoiution with a TIO^ concentration equal or higher than tl 
concentration where the solution becomes thbcotropte, 
Optionally the composition can be spread on the surface by means of water, 
exoass /nancciyataWrw Ts0 g m removed from the surface, And the remaining TiO^ 
forms a £ 



® lytic an 0or dirt* repellent layer on .the s 




(claim 1} 



T&s application further relates to the use of nanocrystaillne m% as powder or 
thixotropie aqueous solution for treating surfaces (claim 1.0). 
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feternsif«rsal application No, 

... PCT/FI200S/D00008 



The attention of the applicant ts drawn to the fact that the optional feature in claim 1 
has no limiting effect on the scope of the claim (PGT Guidelines 5,40) . 



1 .2 The document D1 discloses (the references In parentheses applying 

document): A method of rendering a substrate phofooataiytlo by coating the surface 
with an aqueous nanocrystaHlne Tt0 2 composition and thus obtaining a self cleaning 
surface. The composition comprises l*3O0o/l TIO g with a .particle sizs of 2*80 nm and 
appears therewith not to be thixotropic (page 1, line 13-19; page 2, line 20-22; page 
3 $ line 21 -22 and line 36-38). 

Therefore, the subject matter of claims 1-10 Is novel in view of D1 (Article 33(2) 
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Document 02 relates to a transparent oDating composition based oh silica sols mMm 
mixoimplo with a sheet sioate, to its preparation and to Its use for reducing the 
sowing tendency of f&eadtes (column 1 , tine 0-32; column % line 06 - column 2 S fine 

The composition is ihlxotroplc to avoid splashing and running when applied to vertical 
surfaces. 

Thsmfom* the sublectmaifer of claims 1-10 fe noml in view of Og {Article 33(2: 



The pmmtfflppH 
subject-matter of 
33{3| PCX, 



does not meet the criteria of Artfete 33(1) PCX, because the 
aim 10 does not involve an inventive step in the sense of Article 



2.1 The docurn^nt 01 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the syl^ecf-rnattar of 
claim t 5 and discloses (the references In parentheses applying to this document); 
A method of rendering a substrate photocetalytlc by coating the su rfaee with an 
aqueous n&nocrystalilne TfQ t composition* wb&m the TIO^ is comprised at 1 -SQOg/i 
The sybleot-matter of claim 1 therefore differs from this knowi composition in that: 
the 7\Q 2 content is at least as high as rendering the composition thixotropic, Xhe 
applicant has not shown that thixotropy of the composition gives rise to a technics 
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effect However, thixotropy is considered a trivia! aspect of a coating composition, 
Costing compositions are generally fhixotmpic to impmve the applicability to tfie 
substrate, 

The problem to be solved by the prsssm iiivsntlon may therefore regarded as tc 
preside an a&ematsve dirt repellent oomposttion ^at pan eas% fee spiled. When 
foliow^a the t^china of document D2, the skilled person would add m additive In 
the form of a syrrtheie inorganic sheet sicate to the composition to arrive at a 
thi^ropic cDmpostion, Thus, not errtving at • the ,sof iitio?* of claim 1, 

k the subject matter of claims t-9 involves an inventus step (Atttete 3S|3) 




2,2 The sy Ijfect matter ' of claim 10 is silent about the content of fhw * 

solution to the problem posed obtained by combining the teaching of D1 end 02 Le. \ 
method of treating a, surface with a dirt repellent composition made thixotropfc with a 
spitheiso morgan sc stieet silicate, falls within the scope of claim 10> 
Therefore, the subject matter of ciaim 10 does not iwoiva m inventive step # 
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